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For the Record 
Rollin Manville and C. Rollin Manville, Father and Son 

Superintendents of the Pennsylvania Division of the D&H 
by S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 

Rollin A. Manville and his son, Charles 
Rollin Manville, both served as Superinten- 
dents of the Pennsylvania Division of the 
D&H. Let’s take a look at the career paths 
that they both followed to arrive at that 
high office in the D&H. 

Rollin A. Manville 
The elder Manville was born at White- 

hall, Washington County, NY, on Novem- 
ber 6, 1824. He entered the railroad ser- 
vice as a rodman with the surveying party 

in charge of the construction of the Sara- 

toga & Washington Railroad in July, 1847, 

and continued in the service of the same 
road until October, 1849, when he was 

appointed Division Engineer of the New 
York & Harlem Railroad. 

His first work in Pennsylvania began 
when he was employed to survey and make 
plans for a railroad from Wilkes-Barre to 
the Delaware River at Water Gap. The 
survey was made during the summer of 
1853, but the project was abandoned after 
the plans had been prepared. In September 
of the same year, Rollin Manville returned 
to New York and was appointed construct- 
ing engineer of the Flushing and Hunter’s 
Point Railroad, which was completed in 
June, 1855. 

In January, 1856, Rollin Manville 
entered the service of the Delaware & 
Hudson Canal Company as Assistant Su- 
perintendent, taking entire charge of the 
D&H Gravity Railroad from Waymart to 
Honesdale, the coal pockets, and the canal 
docks, and the entire plant pertaining to the 
trans-shipment of coal by boat. 

During that year, the system of trans- 
ferring coal from rail cars to boats was 
redesigned by Manville, whose design not 
only simplified the process but also less- 
ened the cost of trans-shipment of coal. 
The improvements made under the direc- 
tion of Rollin Manville at Honesdale were 
in line with the changes contemplated for 
the entire Gravity Railroad system, and 
when the work of constructing the 1859 
configuration of the Gravity Railroad was 
begun in April, 1857, Rollin Manville was 
placed in charge as constructing engineer. 
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In 1864, Rollin Manville was named 
Superintendent of the Delaware and Hud- 
son Canal Company (his predecessor as 
such was Charles Pemberton Wurts), and 

in that year he became a resident of Car- 
bondale. In 1868, under the direction of 
O. D. Shepherd and Rollin Manville, the 
fourth configuration of the D&H Gravity 
Railroad was made a reality. 

During his administration as D&H 
Railroad Superintendent, the Valley Road 

from Carbondale to Scranton was con- 

structed, the Jefferson Branch of the Erie 

from Carbondale to Lanesboro constructed, 

the Albany and Susquehanna Railroad and 

the Rensselaer & Saratoga Railroad ac- 

quired, the Lanesboro and Susquehanna 
Railroad built, and the extension of the 
Valley Road to Wilkes-Barre completed. 

Following thirty-five years of outstand- 
ing service to the D&H, Rollin Manville 
died on June 24, 1891. At the time of his 
death, it was noted in the public press: 
“With all the time and labor devoted to the 
interest of the company, which he so faith- 
fully and ably served, Mr. Manville found 
time to look after the interest of the army 
of men, whose service in the various de- 

partments of the railroad he considered 
quite as essential to the success of the 
corporation as the responsible places held 
by the managers. In all his relations with 
the men, he was uniformly courteous and 

his decisions were fair. Having grown up 
with the great corporation, he was not only 
familiar with the duties of the humblest 
employee, but he retained for the working 

men the kind feeling engendered by the 

belief that men, in whatever station of life, 

are of one family and entitled to all the 

privileges that free and equal birth secure. 

“Few men enjoyed the confidence of so 

many wage earners as did he. With all the 

responsibilities resting upon him, he was 
never known to pass one of his men with- 
out a kind greeting. His great heart was 
readily touched by the appeal of the needy, 
and his hand was never withheld when the 

claim of the helpless was presented to 
him”. 

‘Rollin Manville was a strong advocate 
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of home protection, and looked carefully to 
the improvements of his home town and 
took great interest in the building up of 
Carbondale. When the movement came to 
erect a hospital for the care of the injured 
miners and railroad men was projected, he 
was among the first to give it his hearty 
support and, as the President of the Board 
of Trustees of the Carbondale Emergency 
Hospital, he did much to set the organiza- 
tion right before the people of the district. 

In the winter of 1874, a number of 
young men in Carbondale met for the 
purpose of establishing a library, to be 
known as the Young Men’s Library Asso- 
ciation. At that time, Rollin Manville 
offered the use of a large room over the D. 
& H. C. Co.’s office on North Main Street 
in Carbondale as a site for the library. 
That library is still in existence (now 
named the Carbondale Public Library), and 

is the oldest public library in Lackawanna 
County. 

The account of the funeral of Rollin 
Manville is an interesting sociological and 
historical document, in that the names of 
the major railroad and mining personnel 
who attended this funeral are given. That 
account is, in effect, a Who’s Who in rail- 
roading and mining in Carbondale and 
environs in 1891. Here are the names of 
just a few of the many persons of distinc- 
tion who attended his funeral: 

Horace G. Young, of Albany, General 
Manager of the Delaware & Hudson Canal 
Company; John Jermyn, of Scranton; W. 
F. Hallstead, of Scranton, General Manag- 

er of the Delaware, Lackawanna and West- 

ern Railroad; John B. Smith, of Dunmore, 
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President of the Erie & Wyoming Valley 
Railroad; R. Livingston Crosby, private 
secretary to R.M. Olyphant, President of 
the D. & H. C. Co.; Hon. H.M. Seeley, 
of Honesdale, President Judge of Wayne 
County; C.D. Hammond, of Albany, Su- 
perintendent, Northern Division, D. & H. 
C. Co.; M.C. Carr, Superintendent of 

Scranton Division, New York, Ontario & 
Western Railway; A.H. Vandling, of 

Scranton, Supt. D. & H. Mine Depart- 

ment; J.M. Chittenden, of Scranton, Asst. 
Supt. D. & H. Mine Department; W.R. 
Storrs, Gen’1 Supt. Delaware Lackawanna 
& Western Railroad; William Muir, of 

Honesdale, Supt. D. & H. Canal; Sidney 
Broadbent, of Scranton, Supt. Dickson 
Manufacturing Company. 

Following the funeral service for Rollin 
Manville in the Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Carbondale, the body of Rollin Manville 
remained overnight in the church. At 6:30 
A.M. on the following morning, it was 
taken to the Seventh Avenue D&H station 
for removal, via D&H Vice President H. 
G. Young’s private car, to Troy, NY for 
cremation. 

Charles Rollin Manville 
Following the death of Rollin Manville, 

his son, Charles Rollin Manville, was 

named, on July 15, 1891, Superintendent 

of the Pennsylvania Division of the Dela- 

ware and Hudson Railroad. Rollin Man- 

ville’s other son, Willis A., was named 

Soliciting and Freight Agent for the D&H, 

with an office in Wilkes-Barre. 
C. R. Manville was born in Honesdale, 

Pa., January 13, 1858, and graduated as a 

civil engineer from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute of Troy, NY, June 16, 1880, and 

in the same year entered the service of the 
Delaware & Hudson Railroad as assistant 

superintendent of the Pennsylvania Divi- 
sion, filling that position until March, 
1883. 

From that time until November, 1885, 

he served as engineer of the same road, 
and afterward, until July, 1891, was Assis- 

tant Superintendent. On the death of his 
father, in 1891, he was promoted to the 

position of D&H Pennsylvania Division 
Railroad Superintendent (July 15, 1891) 

and served the D&H in that capacity for 12 

years, when he resigned (December 1, 

1903) and was succeeded by H. G. Gilpin 

(Superintendent of the New York, Susque- 

hanna, and Western Railroad). 
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In a newspaper account (dated Novem- 
ber 28, 1903, Gritman scrapbook) about 
the resignation of C. Rollin Manville as 
Superintendent of the Pennsylvania Divi- 
sion, there is a very interesting description 
of how the Delaware and Hudson transpor- 
tation system would be reorganized, begin- 
ning December 1, 1903. Here is that 
account: 

“Under the direction of Vice President 

Culver, the transportation system of the 

Delaware and Hudson Company will be 

reorganized, beginning Dec. 1 [emphasis 

added]. At the present time there are three 

departments, viz., the transportation, me- 

chanical and maintenance of ways. These 
Will all be under one head and the divisions 
known as the northern railroad department, 
the Susquehanna, Rensselaer and Saratoga, 

and Champlain divisions, and the Pennsyl- 
vania division all come under one head and 
the whole system of transportation will be 

directed by an official known as General 

Agent. 

“This system will be divided into four 

divisions with the following superinten- 
dents: H.G. Gilpin, superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania division; P.H. Conner, super- 
intendent of the Susquehanna division, with 

office at Oneonta; A.T. Benjamin, super- 

intendent of the Troy and Saratoga divi- 

sion, with office in Albany, and D.F. 

Waite, superintendent of the Champlain 

division. 

“A.J. Stone will be general superinten- 

dent in charge of the transportation, me- 

chanical and maintenance of ways depart- 

ment. 

“C. D. Hammond will be general agent 

of the transportation department. He will 

be located at Albany, and will have charge 

of the four transportation divisions. A new 

department of coal and mining will be 

formed and will be operated independent of 

the other divisions”. 

C. R. Manville was a very patriotic 

man, and in 1898 he presented 100 Ameri- 

can flags to the Delaware and Hudson 

engineers. During his time as Superinten- 

dent of the Pennsylvania Division, the 

D&H Gravity Railroad closed and was 

converted to a standard-gauge steam loco- 

motive railroad, and much of C. R. Man- 

ville’s time as Superintendent was devoted 

to explaining to the general public, with the 

assistance of Nick L. Moon, his private 

secretary, what the consequences of that 

closing would be, and to conducting the 
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routine business of the railroad. 

In addition to serving as Superintendent 
of the Pennsylvania Division, he also 
served as president of the Fall Brook & 
Newton Water Company, the Carbondale 

Gas Company, the Lackawanna Valley 
Water Supply Company, and the Carbon- 
dale Gas Company. The Manville resi- 
dence in Carbondale was at 54-56 North 
Main Street. 

In service of the D&H 

Rollin A. Manville and his son, Charles 

Rollin Manville, both served the D&H as 

Superintendents of the Pennsylvania Divi- 
sion, the father (Rollin) for 25 years (from 
1866 to 1891); the son (C. Rollin) for 12 

years (from 1891 to 1903). The father 

embraced the position and his contributions 
were many; the son inherited the position 
from his father, and fulfilled his obligations 
as Superintendent of the Pennsylvania 
Division for 12 years. Remarkably, no 

photographs of Rollin Manville or C. 
Rollin Manville are known to exist. 
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